[The role of transarterial embolisation in the treatment of patients with abdominal injuries].
The role of transarterial embolisation in patients with abdominal injuries is controversial. Some trauma centres advocate routine angiography, whereas others believe in restricted indications such as increasing haematomas or persistent/recurrent haematuria. We prospectively studied 167 patients with blunt and penetrating abdominal trauma. We used restricted indications for angiography and embolisation. Eleven of 167 patients with abdominal trauma (7%) were treated with angiography and embolisation., Overall, three of 11 patients (27%) with angiography and embolisation were treated emergently and eight of them (73%) at an average of 7.3 days. There were no complications due to the embolisation procedure, and all bleeding could be stopped. Transarterial angiography and embolisation is an important and safe tool in the treatment of acute abdominal injury when used for restricted indications. We believe this should not be performed as a routine procedure, especially in unstable patients.